
                                     Dear Friends,

I am happy to report to all of you that we 
are approaching our initial goal of one 
million dollars for the IMCK endowment 
fund. Reaching that figure will trigger the 
beginning of regular pay outs to IMCK and 
tangible help for that institution. We are 
beginning to plan for that eventuality. We 
will, however, continue to grow the fund 
indefinitely in the hope that the payouts 
will be ever greater. Remember the parable 
of the mustard seed?

I recently finished my term as President of 
the FIMCK. I’m happy to report that the 
group has been augmented and is in very  

good hands. Barbara Rule Sugue as the 
new President, has worked with me for 
the last year, and has assumed the reins 
with a wonderful burst of energy and 
enthusiasm.

We have several new members on the 
Board. Dr. Sperry Nelson (Knoxville, 
TN), Anne Coughlin (Denver, CO), Bob 
and Jan Irish (Yamhill, OR) are bringing 
us new ideas and talents.

I will continue to serve as a member of 
the Board. I hope to be able to work to 
encourage those who are able to 
designate the IMCK Endowment in 
their estate planning. Annette and I 
have done this quite simply by leaving

                                    Our Dear Friends,

I am honored to serve on the Friends of 
IMCK Board as the new President. And I am 
thankful to serve with the wonderful men 
and women on our Board. With the added 
talents and abilities of Bob & Jan Irish, and 
Anne Coughlin, we are moving into the 
arena of social media. Bob has revised and 
updated the website (where you can make 
secure donations). Anne is managing and 
updating the FIMCK Facebook. (Please go 
to www.facebook.com/friendsofimck and 
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a portion of our IRA to the 
endowment. This should give the 
endowment a boost, though 
hopefully WAY down the line! This can 
be the gift that keeps on giving. I 
realize that everyone’s situation is 
different, and not all can take 
advantage of this opportunity.

My thanks to all of you who have 
contributed so far and supported us in 
so many ways. Together we can do a 
lot for our dear friends in Congo.

In Christ,
Tinsley Gordon Smith, M. D 

give us a  "Like"). Jan is overseeing our 
marketing, communications, and 
development. Dr. Sperry Nelson (and
his father, Dr. Henry Nelson) have 
spearheaded our matching grant 
campaign this year in honor of Kathryn 
Wolff Nelson. The campaign was 
launched in early October and will 
continue into January 2021. So you can 
see that we have much happening!

Anne Coughlin is serving as our new Vice 
President, Bill Rule as our Treasurer, and 
Charlotte White as our Secretary. Dr. 
Shannon Jung and Dr. Gordon Smith,

both past presidents, continue to 
serve on the Board. Also valuable to 
our Board in his service and vision, 
Thom McCutchen. 

On the reverse, Dr. Serge Makolo, the 
director of IMCK, has written a 
heartening letter.  Their perseverance 
and courage are an inspiration. 

Thank you to each of our wonderful 
supporters. May God bless you 
abundantly in the coming year,

         Barbara R. Sugue



JANUARY 2018

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

May the grace and peace of our Lord be with you.

Humanity is about to celebrate the nativity of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. This birth will be celebrated 
in a particular context where the world's 
population is faced with enormous challenges, 
including the "greedy" Coronavirus pandemic 
that continues to consume the resources  of the 
world (human, material, financial, temporal), 
without forgetting the delicate problem of 
conflicts, wars, food insecurity or racism, to name 
just a few. 

Let me take this opportunity to express my 
compassion and my fullest support, especially to 
the American people who are facing this 
pandemic of Covid-19 with impressive courage. 
I am thinking about all the medical personnel 
who are sacrificing themselves for the common 
good. Despite the financial constraints related to 
the negative impact of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, you have not stopped helping, 
helping, and helping again!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, your great 
attentions, your prayers, your financial, moral, 
and material support to the Congolese 
population, in general, and to IMCK have been a 
precious help to us. When we face such 
difficulties, whether we are Congolese or of 
another nationality, what counts is solidarity, 
compassion, and love. May this sincere message 
of thanks tell you how much I am grateful to you. 
Your contribution is palpable and testifies to your 
love for IMCK. 

I am thinking, without being exhaustive, of all

partners, all member churches (especially the 
PCUSA, PW), local and international non- 
governmental organizations (including IMA, MBF, 
Handicap International, SANRU, Mission:Hope), 
Friends of IMCK (FIMCK), organizations of the 
United Nations (including WHO and UNICEF), the , 
Congolese State, users of IMCK services, IMCK 
workers. 

Your donations to the operation of IMCK is proof of 
your willingness to serve others and that you are 
actively listening to our requests. You have 
contributed a lot to the functioning of IMCK. 

The Christmas celebration is a great opportunity to 
show you all our partnership to you. The birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is a privileged moment for us 
Christians to continue to show love for one another. 
Despite the vicissitudes that have characterized the 
year 2020, I hope that Christmas brings you 
serenity, hope, peace and love (2 Corinthians 13:11).

After winter comes spring where everything is 
reborn. The tree thought to be dead, devoid of the 
beauty of its leaves, is reborn with a thousand and 
one flowers. This is how life goes.. (2 Corinthians 
5:17; 1 Peter 1:3).

 May this Merry Christmas be the dawn of a year of 
happiness. May this beautiful spiritual feast remind 
everyone that we must love and listen to each 
other! By the grace of our God we have the certainty 
that we can do it. Just because something seems 
difficult, it does not mean that it is impossible to do 
it (Psalm 46:1; Matthew 19:26).

May God bless you!
Your brother in Christ,
Dr. Serge Makolo, Director of IMCK

Thankful for Your Giving

-For medical department: 
the renovation of the 

building, drilling water for the 
women's center PAX, the 

hematological analyzer, the 
care of indigent patients, the 
purchase of laboratory and 

radiology reagents, 
-For the education 

department: funds for 
scholarships for ITM and 
ISTM students, for the 

specialization of a doctor in 
gynecology, a nurse in 

anesthesia and resuscitation, 
making gowns for nurses, 
preparations for Covid-19, 

donations of medicines and 
materials, financial support 

for the Chaplaincy, 
-For the hydro-electricity: 
funds for the maintenance 
of the hydro-electric power 

plant, renewal of equipment.
-For community health: 

funds for the promotion of 
Moringa, the care of 

malnourished children.

Joyeux Noël
INSTITUT MÉDICAL CHRÉTIEN DU KASAI, 

RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO, AFRIQUE

LETTER FROM DR. SERGE MAKOLO: DIRECTOR IMCK
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