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          M. NTUMBA TSHITENGE, Représentant Légal 
Organismes religieux et communautaires participants à cette œuvre missionnaire : 
         COMMUNAUTE PRESBYTERIENNE AU CONGO, COMMUNAUTE MENNONITE AU CONGO 
         EGLISE DU CHRIST AU CONGO, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA, MEDICAL BENEVOLENCE FOUNDATION  
         AFRICA INTER-MENNONITE MISSION, CHRISTOFFEL BLINDENMISSION, EZE (EGLISE PROTESTANTE D’ALLEMAGNE)     
 
   

INSTITUT MEDICAL CHRETIEN DU KASAI 
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REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 

Hôpital – Ecole d’infirmiers – Ecole de laborantins – Service de santé communautaire - Service d’ophtalmologie 
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2. Find a way to channel a greater percentage of donations back into that unpopular category 
of “undesignated” gifts so that we can have the flexibility to apply them where 
operational needs are the most desperate.  But if you cannot (and that is understandable, 
considering all the news stories one sees about mismanaged funds), then consider 
designating gifts carefully to those things that are at the core of IMCK’s operational 
needs.  For example: Specify money for medicines and medical supplies; Specify money 
for indigent care (that way we can apply it to all of the cost aspects of their health care); 
Specify money for fuel and maintenance, etc.  The list could go on far longer than is 
practical in this overview letter, but if you are willing to be engaged, we will have more 
dialogue on these sorts of ideas in the coming weeks and months. 

 
3. Help us get the word out.  Nothing lightens the burden more than many helping hands.  

The Congo Mission Network is an excellent forum, but we need your help in expanding 
the list of contacts to include new churches, congregations and grant-making foundations 
that might become friends of IMCK.  Spread the word that we are doing good things…but 
that we need help…we cannot do it alone! 

 
Together, we can make HIS work an even greater positive witness to the Congolese people.  We 
look forward to a continued, renewed, long and positive relationship! 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
                                                                The Management of  IMCK 
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A NOEL letter from the Director of IMCK,             
Dr. SERGE MAKOLO

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ & Dear Partners,

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you and accompany you in all your activities. We 
express our gratitude to God, the master of times 
and circumstances, for his love and mercy. We 
are infinitely grateful to you because you keep 
showing us your love. Despite the distance 
between us, you keep an active listening to 
everything that is happening in our country, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, and in particularly 
what is happening at the IMCK.

We would like to thank all the IMCK workers for their bravery and dedication in caring for 
patients and especially for the profession of their Christian faith. We also extend our 
special thanks to Dr. John Fletcher, an exceptional man of many talents, who has given 
and continues to give of his best for the smooth running of the IMCK, and 
to his wife Maman Gwenda for her loyal service.

We think with great respect of the workers, who have given 
their energy to the good functioning of this institution and also of those who 
have left us. May their souls rest in peace; we particularly mention Pastor 
Trudon Kabasele Bantubiabo (retired IMCK chaplain), Mr. Kabamusu 
Muamba (Housekeeper) and Mr. Patrick Nsafu Kapemba (Nurse.)

Two years after the conflict that caused more than 2,000 deaths in Kasai, the IMCK 
continues to feel the shock waves of violence from the clashes between the alleged Kmuena Nsapu 
militiamen and loyalist forces. Although the victims are still struggling to recover, the people are 
returning to a more normal life, markets have reopened, schools have 
resumed. At first sight, the wounds of these clashes seem not to be visible; 
however, deep down the IMCK is experiencing a great multifaceted trauma. 
The Good Shepherd Hospital, located at the center of these clashes in central 
Kasai, treated the victims of the violence; the bills from these patients were 
never paid. Despite this, the IMCK management is doing its best to make this 
institution work. The activities of our institution (IMCK) that you help finance in 
various fields are of extreme importance, since they constitute “crutches” to 
relieve the IMCK of this trauma and support IMCK in its functioning. 

Nevertheless, a new wave of hope is blowing over the Congo DRC, the Kasai in general, and the 
IMCK in particular: a new president at the head of the country, the resumption of international 
diplomacy, the return of peace, all achievements that we hope and wish to complete in the long term 
for the well-being of the Congolese population. (Continued on next page- Letter from Dr. Serge.)

IMCK Good Shepherd Hospital

IMCK PAX Clinic in Kananga

 IMCK has two campuses: one in 
Kananga and the other ten miles 

away at the town of Tshikaji. 

Pastor Kabasele Bantubiabo (left) &                
Mr. Nsafu Kapemba (right)

John & Gwenda  
Fletcher

Medical Interns from Congo Protestant 
University return to IMCK. 
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LETTER CONTINUED FROM DR. SERGE  You have 
contributed to many IMCK activities:

•For the Health Sector: the 
rehabilitation of the PAX Women’s     
Center (which is in its equipment   
phase); the training of medical and 
nursing staff; the care of the poor; 
surgical repair of women’s fistulas; 
care of malnourished children, care 
of people with trauma sequelae; the 
water drilling project at the women’s 
center; the maintenance of the 
hydroelectricity; the supply of 
medicines; the maintenance of the 
BHIMA accounting software.

•For IMCK Health 
Career Education 
Programs: funding for 
scholarships for nine 
ISTM (College) students 
and 12 ITM (High 
School) students. Also 
funding for medical and 
nursing staff.

•For other aspects: help with the retirement plans of 
IMCK staff. Mission: Hope-Congo has helped with this.

To this end, we would like to thank all those in the 
functioning of IMCK. We GIVE THANKS in particular 
(although the list is not exhausting):
•To the people and the governments of DRC Congo 
and the United States, the Congo SANRU rural health 
program, IMA World Health, Handicap International, 
and the United Nations MONUSCO program in Congo. 
•To Churches and Presbyterian organizations in the 
United States: Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Catonsville Presbyterian Church, Lewes  Presbyterian 
Church Delaware, First Presbyterian Church Knoxville, 
First Presbyterian Church Hilton Head, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church Delaware, Newcastle Presbytery, 
Sheppards and Lapsley Presbytery, Shepherdstown 
Presbyterian Church West Virginia, Friends of IMCK, 
Medical Benevolence Foundation, Mission: Hope, 
Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) Congo Mission 
Network and PCUSA Women of the Church. 
•To countries that support SANRU, IMA, WAHA, 
UNFPA, and MONUSCO.
•To Individuals: Professor Dr. Leon Mubikayi, the Rule 
family, Dr. John Fletcher, Grier & Jeannine White, 
Colleen Shannon, Rev. Lauri Loveless, Dan Metzel, 
Dr. Larry Sthreshley, Bob & Jan Irish, and Father 
Thomas White.
(See next page for last of letter from Dr. Serge.)

FIVE WAYS to make a donation to IMCK:  Give in 
honor or memory of someone, if desired.

To give directly to IMCK:  Make check to IMCK or Institut 
Médical Chrétien du Kasai and write the intended 
project/purpose on memo line. Mail to: Bill Rule, 
Treasurer, CMN/FIMCK, 250 Meadow Ridge Dr., 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443 with a letter of explanation. 
Congo Mission Network (CMN) and Friends of IMCK 
(FIMCK) will deposit the funds into IMCK's Wells Fargo 
account and transfer funds from there to IMCK's Trust 
Merchants Bank account in DR Congo.  CMN/FIMCK 
will follow up to ensure funds are used for the specified 
purposes and will report back to the donating individual 
or organization. 7% will be used for following: 2% wiring/
transfer fees and 5% for FIMCK Endowment. (See next 
page re: endowment.) Address questions to Bill Rule at 
friendsofIMCK@gmail.com or 
congomissionnetwork@gmail.com.

To give to IMCK ENDOWMENT, go to https://
connect.clickandpledge.com/w/Form/
d51501b5-4058-4e9e-ae52-56492d2d5e37 and follow 
directions. Or write a check to Friends of IMCK & write 
“For Endowment” on the memo line. Send to Medical 
Benevolence Foundation, PO Box 96877, Washington, 
DC 20090. Friends of IMCK works through MBF. 100% 
of this donation goes to the Friends of IMCK endowment 
compliments of Medical Benevolence Foundation.

To give through the Medical Benevolence Foundation, a 
mission support group of many Presbyterian 
organizations, go to https://connect.clickandpledge.com/
w/Form/0a87f8a0-0123-4d66-8b94-a96c58d6f30a and 
designate at the web site at the special instruction 
section “For IMCK Congo.” Or send a check to Medical 
Benevolence Foundation, PO Box 96877, Washington, 
DC 2009. Write IMCK, Congo on the memo line. 15% 
MBF Administrative fee. 

To give through Presbyterian Church, USA (PCUSA), go 
to http://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/E320202/.  
Or write a check to Presbyterian Church USA; send to 
PCUSA, Individual Remittance Processing, PO Box 
643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. Put “ECO#320202 
- IMCK” on check. 17% PCUSA Administrative fee.

To give through Mission: Hope-Congo, make checks 
payable to Mission: Hope-Congo & write FOR Congo/
IMCK. Send to MISSION: HOPE, PO BOX 92503, 
Atlanta, GA 30314-0503. Or go to https://
donate.missionhope.org/give/161842/#!/donation/
checkout & donate. Follow instructions to designate the 
gift to Congo/ IMCK. Notify Jimmy Shafe at 
jshafe@careertrain.com. 10% Administrative fee.

New Women’s Center 
postpartum room. 

Drilling the well for the 
Women’s  Center. Given 
by Presbyterian Women

IMCK Graduates - Nursing & Lab Tech 
ITM graduation in June
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Mission Coworkers in DRCongo  Learn about their service. Read their newsletters. Partner with 
them. Hold them up in prayer. Jeff and Larry participate on the IMCK Board, representing PCUSA.

Jeff and Cristi Boyd live in Kinshasa in DRCongo. Jeff is regional liaison for PCUSA in central Africa, 
facilitating support for relationships, programs and activities between churches in the USA and in the 
DRC, Cameroon and Guinea. Fluent in various languages, Christi works in four African countries in 
programs supporting women and children. Here is their prayer card to use in holding them up in 
service: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/prayer-card-boyd/  GO TO THIS SITE and 
read about them. Click on their name for their letters! To partner with IMCK or churches, contact Jeff 

and Christi. They continue to provide a connection to many vital Christian services in Congo.

Larry and Inge Sthreshley live in Kinshasa. Larry works with churches & organizations to build health 
ministry in Congo (DRC.) His work with Inter-church Medical Assistance (IMA) helps partners run health 
programs. For over 20 years, he has administered faith based health programs in Congo. He has served 
as Chairman of IMCK Board.  In East Africa he administers programs to combat sexual violence and 
malaria. More recently, using that infrastructure, he administers programs to address the Ebola outbreak 
in Congo. Inge works with IMA & the Presbyterian Church of Kinshasa in programs to alleviate hunger & 
malnutrition. She also helps with a mission guest house. FOLLOW their work at this site below, clicking 
on various options to read their letters. Hold them up in service: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
resource/prayer-card-larry-and-inge-sthreshley/

Christi & Jeff Boyd

Larry & Inge 
Sthreshley

REPORT from FRIENDS of IMCK: Friends of 
IMCK (FIMCK) is raising a permanent and 
sustainable Endowment for IMCK.  As of October 
31, 2019, the IMCK Endowment had reached 
$649,185.  It has been growing at a long-term 
average of about $75,000 per year.  Funds are 
currently being invested in Vanguard mutual funds 
that track the S&P 500.  As the U.S. economy 
prospers, so too will the fortunes of IMCK!  When 
the corpus reaches $1 million, sustainable 
withdrawals (estimated at 4%-5%) will be started 
and provided to IMCK to meet budgetary needs as 
determined by the IMCK Board and management.  
Historically, about one third of all donations have 
come during the month of December.  Please 
consider that statistic as you are choosing where to 
direct your end-of-year giving for 2019.  About 50% 
of all donations have historically come from 
donations to honor or memorialize friends or family 
of repeat donors.  Please consider setting up such 
a "Friends and Family" named fund within the 
IMCK Endowment as a way of recognizing 
someone that you admire or wish to give special 
recognition.  Finally, consider adding the IMCK 
Endowment to your will or bequest.  Consultation 
with your financial advisor may reveal that such a 
move could actually leave more for your family and 
heirs by reducing the tax burden. Friends of IMCK 
Board members are Dr. Tinsley Gordon Smith, 
President, Mr. Thom McCutchen, Vice President, 
Mr. William Rule, Treasurer, Mrs. Barbara Sugue, 
Secretary, Mrs. Anne Coughlin, Dr. L. Shannon 
Jung, Dr. H. Sperry Nelson, Jr., Mrs. Charlotte 
White. Submitted by William (Bill) Rule

Letter Cont’d: Even if the country and our 
province enjoy a certain stability, IMCK’s 
services require support in its work. We are 
convinced that this coming Christmas 
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ is 
synonymous for us with a new page that we will 
have to write to heal the wounds of the IMCK.
Your participation in writing this new page 
to heal the “wounds” of IMCK will be very 

helpful to us (Matthew 25:35-39.) IMCK’s services have 
several needs. We believe that the following may be 
among the most important:
•Medical: Need for a surgeon; training for specialized 
services (dentistry, ophthalmology, oto-rhino-laryngology); 
medical equipment for diagnosis such as ultrasound, 
management of indigent patients including pregnant 
women and children under age five.
•Education: need for simulation equipment at ISTM 
College, a college library, scholarships for study.
•Public Health: need for support for the care of 
malnourished children.
•Hydroelectricity: need to renew parts, especially the water 
pump and piping. 

In closing, we would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
a happy Christmas and a [hopeful] New Year’s Eve 
celebration for 2020. May our Lord Jesus Christ keep you 
and protect you!                        Dr. Serge Makolo Kazadi

Jean Batena Tshisenga, at left, 
demonstrates a lab procedure to the 
ISTM Lab Technology students at 
IMCK. This new program needs bi- 
nocular microscopes, a hematocrit 
centrifuge and many supplies.

Dr. Serge
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REQUEST FOR COMPUTER HELP WITH THE IMCK NEWSLETTER: I am prepared to continue 
being the editor of this newsletter, translating French communication from IMCK, collecting information from 
various IMCK partners, and adapting medical and business information for the newsletter. But I ask for someone 
with COMPUTER SKILLS to partner with me in the future. Will you commit to do that for at least a year? If I send 
you the final information, do you know how to put it into newsletter form for mass distribution? Can you move 
photos and videos sent to us into the newsletter? Contact me at crulewhite@gmail.com! Charlotte White

Keep up with USA/Congo Partnerships & News: 

*IMCK info is at www.imck.org .                               
*MBF info is at www.mbfoundation.org .            
*PCUSA sites have Congo & IMCK info at http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/
democratic-republic-congo/                                   
*Read about Congo Mission Network at http://
www.congopartners.org/ & https://
www.facebook.com/CongoMissionNetwork .     
*Read about Mission: Hope - Congo at https://
www.missionhope.org .                                                                    
*Read about Congo Helping Hands at 
WMCollins@congohelpinghands.org

Learn; read; act! Be involved.

Newsletter matters; Contributors this newsletter: Dr. Serge Makolo, Bill Rule, Charlotte White. We 
welcome  your contributions to this newsletter. Tell us about your partnership with IMCK. To add or 
remove a name from the mailing list, write to FIMCKBoard@gmail.com.

Board Members of IMCK at May 2019meeting: 
Dr. Tshianza - Communaute Presbyterienne du Congo (CPC)
Rev. Tshihamba Mulamba - CPC Representative
Elder Simon Ntumba Tshitenge - CPC Representative
Elder Albert Mputu Kabasele - CPC Representative
Dr. Komwesa - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Dr. Gaspard Mahuma - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Rev. Joly Birakara Ilowa - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Elder Laurent Kamizelo Kianza - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Dr. Larry Sthreshley - PCUSA Representative
Mr. Jeff Boyd - PCUSA Representative
Dr. Serge Makolo Kazadi - IMCK Director
Rev. Zacharie Mboyamba Kabala - IMCK Representative
Mr. Lupangu Muela - Government Health Representative
Current IMCK  Administration:
IMCK Director - Dr. Serge Makolo

Dr. Serge Makolo was invited to speak at the Congo Mission Network meeting in Knoxville, TN in 
October. He writes here about this trip, his first time to visit the USA:

My mission program included meetings, presentations and discussions with visits to 
churches, hospitals, and clinics in West Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Tennessee, Texas, Alabama, Florida and Virginia. 

In this regard, I would like to express my warmest thanks to all the people I 
met, who each contributed, thanks to the quality of their welcome and their 
availability. I would also like to express gratitude to Congo Mission Network 
and Friends of IMCk and all the other partners whose initiative and constant 
support have made this trip possible. 
Finally, my gratitude extends to the people, members of the churches, 
universities, hospitals, and organizations I visited. The warmth of their welcome 
and their presence throughout my stay in the United States were decisive for a 
good understanding of the challenges facing not only our country, the DRC, but 
also and especially IMCK. Some of the difficulties highlighted have already been 
solved, such as the acquisition of the “1K1” relays for the dam. 
From this experience. I am better able to write my reports to you, and also to 
contribute to reflections, analyses and consultations with regard to the 
complicated issues specific to IMCK. 

Dr. Serge presenting at the 
Congo Mission Network. 
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