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Association Sans But Lucratif – Ord.-N° 70-319 du 30-11-1970                                                                                               
          
          M. KABIBU BIMVULU, Administrateur 
          M. NTUMBA TSHITENGE, Représentant Légal 
Organismes religieux et communautaires participants à cette œuvre missionnaire : 
         COMMUNAUTE PRESBYTERIENNE AU CONGO, COMMUNAUTE MENNONITE AU CONGO 
         EGLISE DU CHRIST AU CONGO, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA, MEDICAL BENEVOLENCE FOUNDATION  
         AFRICA INTER-MENNONITE MISSION, CHRISTOFFEL BLINDENMISSION, EZE (EGLISE PROTESTANTE D’ALLEMAGNE)     
 
   

INSTITUT MEDICAL CHRETIEN DU KASAI 
B.P. 205 KANANGA                                                

REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 

Hôpital – Ecole d’infirmiers – Ecole de laborantins – Service de santé communautaire - Service d’ophtalmologie 
 Service dentaire – Centre d’études et de recyclage 

E-mail : imckbusiness@yahoo.fr 

2. Find a way to channel a greater percentage of donations back into that unpopular category 
of “undesignated” gifts so that we can have the flexibility to apply them where 
operational needs are the most desperate.  But if you cannot (and that is understandable, 
considering all the news stories one sees about mismanaged funds), then consider 
designating gifts carefully to those things that are at the core of IMCK’s operational 
needs.  For example: Specify money for medicines and medical supplies; Specify money 
for indigent care (that way we can apply it to all of the cost aspects of their health care); 
Specify money for fuel and maintenance, etc.  The list could go on far longer than is 
practical in this overview letter, but if you are willing to be engaged, we will have more 
dialogue on these sorts of ideas in the coming weeks and months. 

 
3. Help us get the word out.  Nothing lightens the burden more than many helping hands.  

The Congo Mission Network is an excellent forum, but we need your help in expanding 
the list of contacts to include new churches, congregations and grant-making foundations 
that might become friends of IMCK.  Spread the word that we are doing good things…but 
that we need help…we cannot do it alone! 

 
Together, we can make HIS work an even greater positive witness to the Congolese people.  We 
look forward to a continued, renewed, long and positive relationship! 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
                                                                The Management of  IMCK 
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A NOEL letter from the Director of IMCK,      
Dr. SERGE MAKOLO

Dear Partners and Friends of IMCK,

We salute you in the name of Jesus Christ. As we 
approach the birth of Christ, we want to share 
with you the general situation in Kananga, and 
particularly about IMCK. May we be thankful to 
God for his love, which he has testified to us by 
sending us his only Son for our salvation.

We would like to express our gratitude to all those 
who, from near and far, have been assisting the 
IMCK with the multifaceted problems it faces. I 
think of all the partners, friends of the IMCK and many others, who act 

collectively or individually. Our thanks also go to you for a laudable effort to constantly tell other 
parters about IMCK’s operation and needs. We also thank all the IMCK staff for their professional 
dedication and sympathy for the patients, as they provide quality care and Christian witness. May the 
Most High bless you all.

One dark page has been observed at IMCK with the death of the former Administrator of IMCK, 
Bernard Kabibu. Another dark page was the death of the wife of the Tshikaji ISTM CEO and past 
Director of IMCK, pharmacist Alexis Mayambi. His wife Nono Kinona died on December 10, 2018 in 
Kinshasa. A prayerful thought in their memories!

The city of Kananga, like other cities, expects to welcome Christ despite the tenuous calm that reigns 
there. And IMCK is preparing to welcome Jesus Christ, through its triple mission of evangelism, 
treatment and training.

Throughout the year, nothing has been easy for this institution. At IMCK, we have received many visits 
from partners and individuals who accompanied us in various fields:
1. Previous [personnel] of the IMCK did not forget us and came to lend us a hand:

-Professor Dr. Léon Mubikayi has directed some partners to Tshikaji as part of 
the program for uro-genital fistula repair. [Female genital repair from trauma of 
rape or complicated deliveries of babies.] Partners 
in this repair program are WAHA (Women and 
Health Alliance), SANRU (rural health), and UNFPA 
(United Nations Population Fund.)                                                                                                    
-Dr. Augustin Mwala has provided us with some 
medical equipment and materials.
- Mr. John Tshibuabua offered us an ambulance 
that is now at Tshikaji.

IMCK Good Shepherd Hospital

IMCK PAX Clinic in Kananga

 IMCK has two campuses: one in 
Kananga and the other ten miles 

away at the town of Tshikaji. 

UNFPA donors & participants 
with Dr. Serge (center.) Dr. Mubikayi, visitors and IMCK staff.
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2. Handicap International has installed and supported a 
physiotherapy service at the IMCK’s Good Shepherd Hospital 
to medically serve those with after effects of violent trauma. 
Two IMCK staff members have been trained to take care of 
these cases (Mr. Honoré Luboya and Mrs. Hélène Bilonda) 
under the supervision of Mrs. Esther.

3. The Leprosy Mission (TLM) project also supports 
IMCK in the management of patients with secondary 
after-effects of Leprosy, and they held a series of 
lectures for employees at Good Shepherd Hospital.

4. We also formed partnerships with various organi- 
zations such as Médecins Sans Frontières [Doctors 
Without Borders] in health provision programs.

5. The violence in the Kasai region left stigma of 
many types. Many cases of malnutrition have been 
recorded, and many cases of violent trauma 
required amputations of parts of the body. The 
victim population benefited from the actions of the 
ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent) [through] donations of bags of 
peanuts, of soya beans, and of prosthetics and 
orthotics for amputees from Bukavu.

6. UNICEF, our traditional partner, has consistently 
provided us with RUTFs (ready-to-use therapeutic foods) 
to support needy population suffering from malnutrition.

The IMCK has its own bus for the transport of its staff, but 
the challenges remain enormous especially in terms 
of maintenance of the vehicle.
     
Teaching has resumed at ITM and ISTM for the 
2018-2019 academic year. [ITM students are 
enrolled in the basic medical programs; and ISTM 
students procure college degrees.] These 2 
institutions have difficulties especially with the 
practicum side [of training] for students, due to a 
lack of practice rooms. ITM is experiencing some 
difficulties in its operation particularly related to 
the poor state of the roof of some classrooms 
(sheets carried by the wind).

Some IMCK staff have benefited from leadership 
training and good governance capacity-building in 
Kinshasa in partnership with CPK [Presbyterian 
Community of Kinshasa], UPC [Protestant 
University of the Congo], and MBF [Medical 
Benevolence Foundation.] They helped IMCK rise 
to certain challenges, despite internal and external 
obstacles.

FIVE WAYS to make a donation 
to IMCK:  Give in honor or 
memory of someone, if desired.

To give to IMCK ENDOWMENT, 
go to https://
www.mbfoundation.org/friends-
imck-endowment-fund/ & follow 
directions. Or write a check to 
Friends of IMCK & write “For 
Endowment” on the memo line. 
Send to Medical Benevolence 
Foundation, PO Box 96877, 
Washington, DC 20090. Friends of 
IMCK works through MBF.

To give through the Medical 
Benevolence Foundation, a 
validated mission support group of 
many Presbyterian organizations, 
go to https://mbfoundation.org/
donate-now/. Designate at the 
web site at the special instruction 
section “For IMCK Congo.” Or 
send a check to Medical 
Benevolence Foundation, PO Box 
96877, Washington, DC 2009. 
Write IMCK, Congo on the memo 
line. 

To give through Presbyterian 
Church, USA (PCUSA), go to 
http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
donate/E320202/.  Or write a 
check to Presbyterian Church 
USA; send to PCUSA, Individual 
Remittance Processing, PO Box 
643700, Pittsburgh, PA 
15264-3700. Put “ECO#320202 - 
IMCK” on check.

To give through Mission: Hope-
Congo, make checks payable to 
Mission: Hope-Congo & write FOR 
Congo/IMCK. Send to 3000 Old 
Alabama Rd., Suite 119-402, 
Alpharetta, GA 30022. Or go to 
https://donate.missionhope.org/
give/161842/#!/donation/checkout 
& donate. Follow instructions to 
designate the gift to Congo/ IMCK. 
Notify Jimmy Shafe at 
jshafe@careertrain.com.

 Conflict Victim 

Trainer Dr. Yves Grauwen, Dr. 
Jacob TLM, and Dr. Serge 
doing foot repair at IMCK OR

Red Cross Interns at IMCK 
children nutrition center,   

Tudishe Bana Bimpe

Children in the Tudishe Bana 
Bimpe Nutrition Center

ISTM College offers degrees in 
midwifery, pediatrics, lab 

technology and health 
administration. Above: students.

Leadership Class
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Mission Coworkers in DRCongo  
Learn about their service. Partner 
with them. Hold them up.

Jeff and Cristi Boyd live 
in Kinshasa in DRCongo. 
Jeff is regional liaison for 
PCUSA in central Africa, 
facilitating support for 
relationships, programs 
and activities between 
churches in the USA and in the DRC, 
Cameroon and Guinea. Fluent in various 
languages, Christi works in four African 
countries in programs supporting women 
and children. Here is their prayer card to 
use in holding them up in service: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/
prayer-card-boyd/  GO TO THIS SITE and 
read about them. Click on their name for 
their letters! To partner with IMCK or 
churches, contact Jeff and Christi. Their 
presentation about trauma healing, while at 
the Congo Misison Network meeting in 
October was profound, inspiring. The 
trauma healing program in the Kasai area 
was conducted on the IMCK campus.

Larry and Inge Sthreshley 
live in Kinshasa. Larry works 
with churches & organizations 
to build health ministry in 
Congo (DRC.) His work with 
Interchurch Medical 
Assistance (IMA) helps 
partners run health programs. 
For over 20 years, he has 
administered faith based health programs 
in Congo. He has served as Chairman of 
IMCK Board.  In East Africa he has 
administered programs to combat sexual 
violence and malaria. More recently, using 
that infrastructure, he administers new 
programs to address the latest outbreak of 
Ebola in Congo. Inge works with IMA & the 
Presbyterian Church of Kinshasa in 
programs to alleviate hunger & malnutrition. 
She also helps with a mission guest house.  
Larry and Inge gave comprehensive and 
inspiring reports at the October Congo 
Misison Network meeting. Follow their work 
at this site below, clicking on various 
options to read their letters. Hold them up 
in service: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/
prayer-card-larry-and-inge-sthreshley/

Jeff and Larry participate on the IMCK 
Board, representing PCUSA.

LETTER FROM DR. SERGE - CONTINUED:

With the [retirement] of PCUSA Mission Coworkers Dr. John Fletcher 
and Mrs. Gwenda Fletcher, the IMCK hydro-electricity and the surgery 
department are suffering. This departure has a negative impact on the 
use of services at IMCK Good Shepherd Hospital. Because of this, 
IMCK continues to advocate for the recruitment of another surgeon.

As part of the sustainability of the IMCK hydro-electricity maintenance, 
the IMCK started charging users [the hospital, 
home owners and the schools at Tshikaji] for 
use of water and electricity. This was also to 
prevent a possible halting of the support of 
partners financing the maintenance of the hydro. 
This is a difficult situation to solve, when IMCK 
hospital employees in these homes often have 
not been paid salaries [for many months.] The 
IMCK, because of the financial deficit, struggles 
to honor its commitments including the payment 
of salaries to employees and exit and  
retirement benefits.

Our traditional and loyal partners continued to support us tirelessly 
during the hard times that IMCK went through and continues to cross. 
—Medical Benevolence Foundation (MBF), continued to support us in 
areas  such as education (scholarships for needy students), equity 
funds for indigent patients, support of Good Shepherd Hospital, and 
capacity building of the IMCK.
—Mission: Hope-Congo has helped us financially to control the flooding 
of our dam. Their Director, Jimmy Shafe, coordinated with Friends of 
IMCK to raise funds for our retired employees. Mission: Hope provided 
various funds for the support of the Tshikaji Nutrition Center. And when 
IMCK was caring for the wounded during the clash between the alleged 
militiamen and the police, Mission: Hope - Congo helped pay for 
indigent care.
—The Friends of the IMCK do not spare any effort for the functioning of  
IMCK. Their contribution is of great importance, especially through their 
various advocacy for our institution including fundraising.

IMCK employees have continued to show professional dedication and 
care of sick and wounded patients in these hard times. Meanwhile 
IMCK currently has not been able to pay their full salaries for ten 
months. We express our gratitude to all our partners who do not 
abandon us in difficult times.We sincerely thank the friends of the IMCK 
and all the people of goodwill who accompany us in solving these 
problems. 

May all those who read this support us in prayer during this time of 
transition that the DRC is going through, in order to elect its new 
president and legislative representatives. May God bless you! [May you 
have a] joyful celebration of Christ’s nativity, and all our best wishes for 
the year 2019 in Christ.

Dr. Serge Makolo, Director of IMCK

Work at the hydro-electric 
dam to slow down erosion in 

the place it occurred with 
major flooding previously.

Christi & Jeff Boyd

Larry & Inge 
Sthreshley
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REQUEST FOR COMPUTER HELP, HELP, HELP WITH THE IMCK NEWSLETTER: I am 
prepared to continue being the editor of this newsletter, translating French communication from IMCK, 
collecting information from various IMCK partners, and adapting medical and business information for 
the newsletter. But I ask for someone with COMPUTER SKILLS to partner with me in the future. Will 
you commit to do that for at least a year? If I send you the final information, do you know how to put it 
into newsletter form for mass distribution? Can you move photos and videos sent to us into the 
newsletter? Contact me at crulewhite@gmail.com! Charlotte White

Keep up with USA/Congo Partnerships & News: 
*IMCK info is at www.imck.org .                               
*MBF info is at www.mbfoundation.org .            
*PCUSA sites have Congo & IMCK info at http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/
democratic-republic-congo/                                   
*Read about Congo Mission Network at http://
www.congopartners.org/ & https://
www.facebook.com/CongoMissionNetwork .     
*Learn about Mission: Hope - Congo at https://
www.missionhope.org . Write Jimmy Shafe at 
JShafe@careertrain.com.                                                                       
*To join Congo Connections, write -
congoconnections-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Learn; read; act! Be involved.

Newsletter matters Contributors this newsletter: Kastin Katawa, Dr. Serge Makolo, Rev. Elie 
Nkongo, Bill Rule, Charlotte White. We welcome  your contributions to this newsletter. Tell us 
about your partnership with IMCK. To add or remove a name from the mailing list, write to 
FIMCKBoard@gmail.com.

Board Members of IMCK at November 2018 meeting: 

Rev. Jean Tshidinda Mamba - CPC*/Chairman of the Board
Rev. Tshihamba Mulamba - CPC Representative
Elder Simon Ntumba Tshitenge - CPC Representative
Elder Albert Mputu Kabasele - CPC Representative
Rev. Medard Shamuimbe Mbombo - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Dr. Gaspard Mahuma - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Rev. Joly Birakara Ilowa - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Elder Laurent Kamizelo Kianza - CMCO Rep/Mennonite
Dr. Larry Sthreshley - PCUSA Representative
Mr. Jeff Boyd - PCUSA Representative
Dr. Serge Makolo Kazadi - IMCK Director
Rev. Zacharie Mboyamba Kabala - IMCK Representative
*Congo Presbyterian Church
Current IMCK  Administration:
IMCK Director - Dr. Serge Makolo
IMCK Administrator - Kastin Katawa Ntumba

Children amidst conflict and violence: 

The mother of these two boys, 
Bijanu Mamba and Kayembe 
Mamba, was killed by Kamwina-  
Nsapu militia during the conflict in 
the area. The father, unable to 
provide for them, brought them to 
the hospital for care. After initially dropping them off 
and promising to return and take responsibility for 
their expenses, he disappeared, leaving them 
effectively orphaned. Kayembe is showing signs of 
Cancer on one arm and will need treatment.

In October, IMCK hosted a working seminar for staff 
on methods of counseling children, who have been 
physically and emotionally traumatized by the militia. 

A total of 70 children were 
given counseling in groups of 
six. Many of the children had 
been forced to watch as 
parents or siblings were raped 
or beheaded.          Submitted by 
IMCK Chaplain, Rev. Elie Ngongo

More From Dr. Serge about IMCK Staff in 
Advanced Training: Recently, when IMCK 
Director Dr. Serge Makolo was in Kinshasa, 
he visited two IMCK employees temporarily 
there for advanced training. He writes: “This 
is Dr. Jean Mukendi, the head of the 
obstetrics and gynecology department of 

Good Shepherd Hospital and 
medical director of Good 
Shepherd Hospital. He is at the 
Univ. of Kinshasa in a gynecology 
and obstetrics specialization program. And this 
is Evariste Nkashama, studying in anesthesia 
and resuscitation at ISTM Kinshasa.” If you 
are interested in helping with needed 
scholarship funds for their training, contact Dr. 

Serge Makolo at drsergemak@gmail.com.

With Dr. Jean Mukendi’s absence, 
the IMCK Board of Directors hired 
a new doctor in the person of Dr. 
Bernard Tshibata, who had 
successfully completed his 
advanced training course at HBB. Dr. Bernard and some patients 

of the OB/GYN department

Dr. Mukendi ® 
& Dr. Serge (L)

Evariste 
Nkashama

Trauma healing seminar
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